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MINUTES OF THE 
CONVENTION OF PENNSYLVANIA, 


Held for the purpose of considering the FederalConstitution. 


Tuesday, Nov. 20, 1787, P. M. 

This being the day appointed by the legislature of 
this state for the meeting of the Convention, a number 
of gentlemen delegated for that purpose met according- 
ly at the State-house; And adjourned to to-morrow. 

Wednesday, Nov. 21, 1787, P. M. 

Sixty of the gentlemen elected to serve in the Con- 
vention met. 

The returns of the elections held in the city of Phila- 
delphia and the several counties of this state were read, 
by which it appears that the following gentlemen were 
returned as delegates for the Convention for the said 
city and counties, respectively, viz. 

For the City of Philada. Nicholas Lutz, 

George Latimer, John Ludwig, 

Benjamin Rush, Abraham Lincoln, 

Hilary Baker, John Bishop, 

James Wilson, Joseph Heister. 

Thomas M‘Kean. For Northampton Co. 

For Philadelphia County. John Arndt, 

William M‘Pherson, Stephen Balliott, 


John Hunn, Joseph Horsefield, 
George Gray, David Deshler. 
Samuel Ashmead, For Bedford County. 


Enoch Edwards. James Martin, 
For Bucks County. Joseph Powell. 
Henry Wynkoop, For Northumberland Co. 
Jehn Barclay. William Wilson, 
Thomas Yardley, John Boyd. 
Abraham Stout. Fir Westmoreland Co. 

For Chester County. William Findley, 

Thomas Bull, John Baird, 

Anthony Wayne, William Todd. 

William Gibbons, For Washington County. 
Richard Downing, James Marshall, 

‘Thomas Cheney, James Edgar, 

John Hannum. Thomas Scott, 

For Lancaster County. John Nevill. 

Stephen Chambers, For Fayette County. 
Robert Coleman, Nathaniel Breading, 
Sebastian Graff, John Smilie. 

John Hubley, For Franklin County. 
Jasper Yeates, Richard Bard, 

John Whitehill. John Allison. 

For York County. For Montgomery County. 
Henry Slagle, Jonathan Roberts, 
Thomas Campbell, John Richards, 
Thomas Hartley, Frederick A. Muhlenberg, 
David Grier, James Morris. 
John Black, For Dauphin County. 
Benjamin Pedan. William Brown, 

For CumberlandCounty. Adam Orth, 
John Harris, Jobn A. Hannah. 
John Reynolds, For Luzerne County. 
Robert Whitehill, Timothy Pickering. 
Jonathan Hoge. For Huntingdon County. 

For Berks County. Benjamin Elliott. 

The Convention proceeded to elect a President. 


An invitation to the President and Members of the 
Convention from the Faculty of the University of Penn- 
sy'vania, requesting their company at a commencement 
to be held to-morrow, was read. 

Agreed to attend ina body, at 10 o’clock, to-morrow. 

Thursday, Nov. 22, 1787. A.M. 

Convention met, and preceeded to the University- 
Hall, attended commencement, and returned to their 
chamber. 

On motion of Mr. Wayne, seconded by Mr. Whitehill, 

A committee was appointed to report rules and regu- 
lations for conducting the business of the Convention. 

The committee consisted of Benjamin Rush, James 
Wilson, George Gray, Anthony Wayne and Rebert 
Whitehill. 

Friduy, Nov. 23, 1787. P. M. 

Convention met, and proceeded to elect a Secretary. 

The ballots being taken, it appeared that JamesCamp- 
bell, Esq. was duly elected. 

A petition from Thomas Lloyd was read, praying to 
be appointed Assistant Secretary. 

On motion of Mr. Smilie, seconded by Mr. Whitehill 

The further consideration thereof was postponed. 

Petitions from Andrew Burkhard, James Martin, 
Nicholas Weaver, Joseph Fry, and Frederick Snyder, 
respectively praying to be appointed Messenger or 
Door-keeper, were read. 

The Convention proceeded te the choice of a Mes- 
senger and Door-keeper, and the ballots being taken, it 
appeared that Andrew Burkhard was duly elected Mes- 
senger, and Joseph Fry, Door-keeper. 

‘Tie committee appointed yesterday, to bringin Rules 
and Regulations, made report; and the same being 
read, was by special order taken up,read by paragraphs, 
and agreed to, as fullows: 

I. When the President assumes the chair, the mem- 

| bers shall take their seats. 

Il. At the opening of the Convention each day, the 
minutes of the preceding day shall be read, and are then 
in the power of the Convention to be corrected; after 
which any business addressed to the chair may be pro- 
ceeded to. ; 

Ill. Every petition, memorial, letter, or other matter 
of the like kind, read in the Convention, shall be deem- 
ed as lying on the table for further consideration, un- 
less any special order be moved therein. 

1V. A motion made and seconded, shall be repeated 
by the President. A motion shall be reduced to wri- 
ting, if the President, or any two members, require it. 
A motion may be withdrawn by the member making it, 
before any decision is had on it. 

V. No member speaking shall be interrupted, but by 
a call to order by the President, or by a member, thro’ 
the President. 

VI. No member to be referred to in debate by name. 

Vil. The President himself, or by tequest, may call 
to order any member who shall transgress the rules. If 
a second time, the President may refer to him by name. 
‘The Convention may then examine and censure the 
member’s conduct, he being allowed to extenuate or 
justify. 

Vill. Every member actually attending the Conven- 


The ballots being counted, it appeared that Federici | ticn shall be in his place at the time to which the Con- 


Augustus Muhlenberg, Esq. was duly elected. 
VoL. IV, 33 


vention stands adjourned, or within half an hour thereof 
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IX. The name of him who makes, and the name of 
him who seconds a motion, shall be entered on the min- 
utes. 

X. No member shall speak more than twice to a ques- 
tion, without leave. 

XI. Every member of a committee shall attend atthe 
call of his chairman. 

XII. The yeas and nays may be called and entered on 
the minutes, when any two members require it. 

On motion of Mr. M‘Kean, seconded by Mr. Smilie, 

Ordered, that the doors of the Convention be left 
open during the session. 

On motion of Mr. M‘Kean, seconded by Mr. Smilie, 

Ordered, That the constitution, as proposed by the 
late Federal Convention, be read. 

It was read accordingly. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, seconded by Mr. Yeates, 

It was made a rule of the Convention to meet at ten 
o’clock, A, M. 

Saturday, Nov. 24, 1787, A. M. 

On motien of Mr. M'Kean, seconded by Mr. Hannum, 

The constitution, as proposed by the late Conven- 
tion was read a seeond time, together with a letter from 
the Secretary of Congress to the President of this state. 

It was moved by Mr. M‘Kean, and seconded by Mr. 
Allison, 

That this Convention do assent to and ratify the con- 
stitution agreed to on the 17th of September last, by 
the Convention of the United States of America, held at 
Philadelphia. 

Monday, Nov. 26, 1787, P. M. 

It was moved by Mr. M‘Kean and seconded by Mr. 
Chambers, 

That this Covention do now proceed to consider the 
constitution referred to their consideration, by articles. 

It was moved by Mr. Latimer, seconded by Mr. Wilson, 

To repeal the tenth rule of this Conyentien, viz: 


No member shall speak more than twice to a ques- | 


tion, without leave. 

On this question being put, it was repealed. 

It was moyed by Mr, R. Whitehill, seconded by Mr. 
Lincoln, 

That the further consideration of the question now 
before the Convention be postponed, in order to intro- 
duce the following, viz: 

That this Convention resolve itself into a committee 
of the whole, for the purpose of investigating and con- 
sidering the aforesaid constitution by articles and sec- 
tions, and to make report thereon. 

And the question being put, the Yeas and Nays were 


called by Mr. R. Whitehill and Mr. Lincoln, and were 
as follow. 


YEAS. John Whitehill, John Harris, John Reynolds, 


Robert Whitehill, Jonathan Hoge, Nicholas Lutz, John | 


Ludwig, Abraham Lincoln, John Bishop, Joseph Heis- 
ter, James Martin, Joseph Powell, William Findley, 
John Baird, William Todd, James Marshall, James Ed- | 
gar, Thomas Scott, Nathaniel Breading, John Smilie, | 
Richard Bard, William Brown, Adam Orth, John Andre | 
Hanna.—24. 
NAYS. George Latimer, Benjamin Rush, Hilary Ba- | 
ker, James Wilson, Thomas M‘Kean, William M‘Pher- 
son, John Hunn, George Gray, Samuel Ashmead, Enoch 
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Ordered, That the seats on the right and left of the 
| President be reserved for members of Congress and of 
the Supreme Executive Council. 

Letters from Messieurs Hall & Sellers, and Messieurs 
Pritchard & Hall, respectively requesting to be appoin- 
ted printers to the Convention were read. 

On motion. of Mr. Chambers, seconded by Mr. M‘- 
Pherson, 

‘The Convention proceeded to elect a printer; the bal- 
lots being taken, it appeared that Messieurs Hallé? Sel- 
lers were duly elected. 

On motion of Mr. Rush, seconded by Mr. Arndt, 

Ordered, That Mr. Steiner be directed to print the 
German copies. 

On motion of Mr. M‘Kean, seconded by Mr. Hubley, 

Ordered, That the number of English copies be 3000, 
the number of German 2000. 

On motion, Ordered, That the President be directed 
to draw on the Treasurer, in favor of the Secretary, for 
the sum of One Hundred Dollars, to enable him to de- 
fray the contingent expences of the Convention, he 
to be accountabie. 

On motion of Mr. R. Whitehill, seconded by Mr. Lin- 
coln, to add to the 12th rule of this Convention the fol- 
lowing words. viz.—“Any member shall have a right to 
enter the.reasons of his vote on the minutes en the gen- 
eral question, viz. Whether this Convention will assent 
to and ratify the constitution submitted to their conside- 
ration’?”’—the question being put, the Yeas and Nays 
were called by Mr. Smilie and Mr. Whitehill, and were 
as follow: 

YEAS. John Whitehill, John Harris, John Reynolds, 
Robert Whitehill, Jonathan Hoge, Nicholas Lutz, John 
Ludwig, Abraham Lincoln, John Bishop, James Martin, 
Joseph Powell, John Baird, William Todd, James Mar- 
shall, James Edgar, Nathaniel Breading, John Smilie, 
Richard Bard, John Richards, William Brown, Adam 
Orth, John Andre Hanna.—22. 
| NAYS. George Latimer, Benjamin Rush, HilaryBa- 
ker, James Wilson, Thomas M‘Kean, William M‘Pher- 
| son, John Hunn, George Gray, Samuel Ashmead, Enoch 
| Edwards, Henry Wynkoop, John Barclay, Thomas 
| Yardley, Abraham Stout, Thomas Bull, AnthonyWayne, 
| William Gibbons, Richard Downing, Thomas Cheyney, 
| John Hannum, Stephen Chambers, Robert Coleman, 
| Sebastian Graff, John Hubley, Jasper. Yeates, Henry 
| Slagle, ThomasCampbell, Thomas Hartley, David Grier, 

John Black, Benjamin Pedan, John Arndt, Stephen Bal- 
liot, Joseph Horsefield, David Deshler, William Wilson, 
John Boyd, Thomas Scott, John Nevill, John Allison, 
Jonathan Roberts, Frederick A. Muhlenberg, James 
| Morris, Benjamin Elliott —44, 
| So it was determined in the negative, 

‘The original question being then put, viz.—“Will this 
) Convention now proceed to consider the constitution 
(submitted to their consideration) by articles?” 

It was carticd in the affirmative. 

The Convention then proceeded to consider the first 
article, and after some debate, 

Adjourned until ten o’clock te-morrow, A.M. 

Wednesday, Nov. 28, 1787. A.M. 
The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 
The president laid before the convention a letter 


Edwards, Henry Wynkoop, John Barclay, Thomas | from tbe Ministers and Vestr 

: y of the German Lutheran 
Yardley, AbrahamStout, T homas Bull, Anthony Wayne, Congregation, requesting the attendance of this conven- 
William Gibbons, Richard Downing, Thomas Cheyney, | tion at Sion church to-morrow, at nine o’clock, to an ex- 





John Hannum, Stephen Chambers, Robert Coleman, 
Sebastian Graff, John Hubley, Jasper Yeates, Henry 
Slagle, Thomas Campbell, Thomas Hartley, DavidGrier, 
John Black, Benjamin Pedan, John Arndt, Stephen Bal- 
liot, Joseph Horsefield, David Deshler, William Wilson, 
John Boyd, John Nevill, John Allison, Jonathan Ro- 
berts, John Richards, Frederick A. Muhlenberg, James 
Morris, Timothy Pickering.— 44. 

So it was determined in the negative. 

Tuesday, Nov. 27,1787, A. M. 
On motion of Mr. Rush, seconded by Mr. Allison, 


amination of the pupils in the German language, &c. 

Agreed, ‘Ihat the convention do attend. 

The convention resumed the consideration of the first 
article of the proposed constitution, and after some de- 
bate on the subject of a bill of rights, and the extent of 
the legislative powers contained in the first article. 

Adjourned until ten o’clock on Friday next, A.M. 

Friday, Nov. 30, 1787. A.M. 

The convention met pursuant to adjournment, 

And resumed the consideretion of the first article of 
the proposed constitution. After some debate on the 
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rate of representation scab “tnd. ceria | ebaladni sonics in it, on the eventual 
operation of the powers therein granted to Congress, 
upon the state govertimen's, and on the time for which 
revenues may be appropriated, 

Adjourned until ten o’clock to-morrow, A.M. 

Saturday, Dec. 1, 1787. A.M. 

The convention met pursuant to adjournment, 

And resumed the consideration of the first article of 
the proposed constitution. After some debate on the 
liberty of the press, and on the legislative, executive 
and judicial powers of tlie new government, it was a- 

reed, 
. On motion of Mr. Edwards, seconded by Mr. Wilson, 

That the convention, from and. after Monday next, 
will meet twice a day, viz. at half after nine o’clock in 
the morning, and halt after four o’clock in the afternoon. 

Adjonrned until three o’clock on Monday next, A.M. 

Monday, Dec. 3, 1787. P.M. 

The convention met pursuant to adjour nment. 

And resumed the consideration of the first article of 
the proposed constitution. After some debate on the 
power vested in the president, by and with the consent 
and advice of two thirds of the Senate, to make obliga- 
tory treaties, and a comparison of this power with the 
first clause of the first article, and after some enquiry 
into the ninth section of the first article, adjourned. 

Tuesday, Dec. 4, 1787. A.M. 

The convention resumed the consideration of the first 

article of the proposed constitution. 


the system under their consideration will not meet with 
a more full and expeditious investigation, by a general 
statement of the objections to it, and a subsequent re- 
ply to those objections. After some debate adjourned. 
Eodem Die. P.M. 

Resumed the consideration of the first article of the 

proposed constitution, and afier some debate adjourned. 
Wednesday, Dec. 5, 1787. A.M 

The convention resumed the consideration of the first 
art.cle of the proposed constitution. After some enqui- 
ry into the qualified negative of the President, and the 
general construction of the new government, adjourned 

Eodem Die. P.M 

The convention resumed the consideration of the first 
article of the proposed constitution, and after some de- 
bate adjourned. 

Thursday, Dec. 6, 1787. A.M 

The convention resumed thie consideration of the first 
article of the proposed constitution. After some debate 
on the powers vested in Congress to raise and support 
armies, to organise and superintend the militia, to regu- 
late elections, and on the responsibility of Congress in 
the exercise of these powers, adjourned. 

Friday, Dec. 7, 1787. A.M. 

On motion of Mr. Chambers, seconded by Mr. Wilson, 

The convention proceeded to the consideration of the 
remaining articles of thie proposed constitution; and after 
some enquiry into the ‘construction and power of the 
judiciary department, adjourned. | 

Saturday, Dec. 8, 1787. A.M. 

The convention resumed the consideration of the re- 

maining articles, and after some debate, adjourned. 
Monday, Dec. 10, 1787. P.M. 

The convention resumed the consideration of the re- 
maining articles of the proposed constitution, and after 
some debate, adjourned. 

Tuesday, Dec. 11, 1787. A.M. 

Petitions from sundry inhabitants and landholders of 
the county of Philadelphia [offering the said county, or 
any part thereof, for the seat of the general Government, 
and fur the exclusive legislation of Congress] were read; 
also petitions from sundry inhabitants of the county of 
Philadelphia, Bucks and Montgomery, offering a tract 
of country, situated between Pennipack and Neshami- 
ney creeks, on the west side of the river Delaware, for 
the above purposes. Ordered to lie on the table. 

‘The convention then resumed the consideration of the | 
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remaining snicten of the proposed constitution, and af- 
ter some debate, adjourned. 
Eodem Die. P.M. 

The convention resumed the consideration of the pro- 
posed constitution, arid after some enquiry into the 
principles, constitution, and probable operation of the 
new government, adjourned. 

Wednesday, Dec. 12, 1787. A.M. 

The convention resumed the consideration of the re- 
maining artieles of the proposed constitution, and after 
some debate, adjourned. 

Eodem Die. P.M. 


The convention resumed the consideration of the re- 
maining articles of the proposed constitutiofi. 

Petitions from sundry inhabitants of the county of 

Cumberland, praying that the proposed constitution 
may not be adopted without amendments, &c. wetfe 
read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

It was moved by Mr. Whitehill, and_secotided by Mr. 
Findley, “That this convention do adjourn until 
day of next, to meet in the city of Pimladelphia, 
in order that the propositions for amending the proposed 
constitution may be considered by the people of this 
state, that we may have an opportunity of knowing what 
amendments or alterations may be proposed by the oth- 
er states, and that these propositions, together with such 
other amendments as may be proposed by other states, 
may be offered to congress, and taken into considera- 
tion by the United States, before the proposed consti- 
tution shall be finally ratified.” 

The question being but, the Yeas and Nays were cal- 
led by Mr. Smilie and Mr. Chambers, and were as fol- 
low. 

Yeas.—John Whitehill, John Harris, John Reynolds, 
Robert Whitehill, Jonathan Hoge, Nicholas Lutz, John 
Ludwig, Abraham Lincoln, John Bishop, Joseph Heis- 
ter, James Martin, Joseph Powell, William Findley, 
Jolin Baird, William Todd, James Marshall, James Ed- 
gar, Nathaniel Breading, John Smilie, Richard Bard, 
William Brown, Adam Orth, John A. Hanna. 

Nays.— George Latimer, Benjamin Rush, Hilary Ba- 
ker, James Wilson, ‘Thomas M‘Kean, William M‘Pher- 
son, John Hunn, George Gray, Samuel Ashmead, Enoch 
Edwards, Henry Winkoop, John Barclay, Thomas Yard- 
ley, Abraham Stout, Thomas Bull; Anthony Wayne; 

‘illiam Gibbons, Richard Downing, Thomas Cheyney, 
John Hannum, Stephen Chambers, Robert Coleman, 
Sebastian Graff, John}Hubley, Jasper Yeates, Henry Slaj 
gle, ‘Thomas Campbell, Thomas Hartly, David Grier, 
John Black, Benjamin Pedan, John Arndt, Stephen Bal- - 
liott, Joseph Horsfield, David Deshler, William Wilson, 
John Boyd, Thomas Scott, Juhn Nevill, John Allison, 
Jonathan Roberts, John Richards, Frederick A.Muhlen- 
berg, James Morris, ‘limothy Pickering, Benjamin E]l- 
iott. 

So it was negatived. 

On motion of Mr. Hartley, seconded by Mr. Cham- 
hers, 

The original question, as moved by Mr. M‘Kean, viz: 
‘*WIll this conventien assent to and ratify the constitu- 
tion agreed to on the 17th of September last, by the 
convention of the United States of America, held in 
Philadel phia?”—was put. 

The Yeas and Nays were called by Mr. Smilie and Mr. 
Yeates, and are as follow. 

Yeas.—George Latimer, Benjamin Rush, Hilary Ba- 
ker, James Wilson, Thomas M‘Kean, William M‘ Pher- 
son, John Hunn, George Gray, Samuel Ashmead, Enoch 
Edwards, H.Wynkoop, John Barclay, Thomas Yardley, 
Abraham Stout, Thomas Bull, Anthony Wayne, William 
Gibbons, Richard Downing, Thomas Cheyney, John 
Hannum, Stephen Chambers, Robert Coleman, Sehas- 
tian Graff, John Hubley Jasper Yeates, Henry Slagle, 
Thomas Gampell, Thomas Hartley, David Grier, Jobn 
Black, Benjamin Pedan, John Arndt, Stephen Balliott, 
| J. Horsfield, David Deshler, William Wilson, John Boyd, 

‘Thomas Scott, John Nevill, John Allison, Jonathan Rob- 
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erts, John Richards, Frederick A. Muhlenberg, James 
Morris, Timothy Pickering, Benjamin Elliott. 
Nays.—John Whitehill, John Harris, John Reynolds, 


Robert Whitehill, Jonathan Hoge, Nicholas Lutz, John | 
Ludwig, Abrahan Lincoln, John Bishop, Joseph Heis- | 
ter, James Martin, Joseph Powell, William Findley, | 
John Baird, William Tedd, James Marshall, James Ed- | 


gar, Nathaniel Breading, John Similie, Richard Bard, | 
William Brown, Adam Orth, John Andre Hanna. | 

So it was carried in the affirmative. 

Ordered, that Mr. Wilson, Mr. M‘Kean and Mr. Yeates | 
be a committee, to prepare and report a form of ratifica- | 
tion. 

Ordered, that the Secretary have the Constitution, and 
the ratification of it, engrossed on parchment, an origin- 
al and a duplicate. 

‘ On motion of Mr. M‘Kean, seconded by Mr. Cham- 
ers, ' 

Resolved, that this convention will proceed ina body 
to-morrow at twelve o’clock, to the Court House, where | 
the ratification of the Constitution shall be publicly read, 
and that the Honorable the Supreme Executive Coun 
cil be requested to attend the procession, and to make | 
the necessary arrangements for announcing this ratifica- | 
tion to the people. 

Adjourned until half past nine o’clock to-morrow,a.™. | 

Thursday, ec. 13, 1787. A.M. 

The committee appointed to draft a form of ratifica- | 
tion made report. 

The convention then proceeded (agreeably to the re- | 
solution of yesterday) te the Court House, where the | 
ratification was publicly read. 





The convention, returned, and subscribed the ratifica- 
tion of the Constitution on an original and duplicate. 

It was moved by Mr. M‘Kean, and seconded by Mr. 
Baker, 

That the Secretary deliver to the master of the rolls 
(for the purpose of having it recorded) one of the 
Scrolls, containing the constitution, ratification, and 
Names subscribed, as they here follow. 


Wr, the People of the United States, in order to form | 
a mere perfect union, establish justice, insure domes- 
tic tranquillity, provide for the common defence, pro- 
mote the general welfare, and secure the biessings of 
liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and e- 
stablish this Constitution for the United States of Amer- 
ica, | 
Arrticie. I. 


Section 1. Att legislative powers herein granted | 
shall be vested in a Congress of the United States, which 
shall consist of a Senate and House of Representatives, 

Sec. 2. ‘The House of Representatives shall be com- 
posed of members chosen every second year by the peo- | 
ple of the several states, and the elections in each state 
shall have the qualifications requisite for electors of the 
most numerous branch of the state legistature. 

No person shall be a representative, who sha!l not | 
have attained the age of twenty-five years, and been 
seven years a citizen of the United States, and who 
shall not, when elected, be an inhabitant of that state in 
which he shall be chosen. 

Representatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned 
among the several states which may be included within 
this Union, according to their respective numbers, which 
shall be determined by adding to the whole number of 
free persons, including those bound to service for a term 
of years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of 
all other persons. ‘he actual enumeration shall be 
made within three years after the first meeting of the 
Congress of the United States, and within every subse- 
quent term of ten years, in such manner as they shall 
by law direct. The number of representatives shall not 
exceed one for every thirty thousand, but each state 
shall have at least one representative; and until such e- 
wumeration shall be made, the state of New: Hampshire 
shall be entitled to choose three, Massachusetts cight, | 
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Rhode-Island and Providence Plantations one, Connect- 
icut five,New-York sx, New-Jersey four, Pennsylvania 
eight, Delaware one, Maryland six, Virginia ten, North- 
Carvlina five, South-Carolina five, and Georgia three. 

When vacancies happen in the representation from 
any state, the executive authority thereof shall issue 
writs of election to fill such vacancies. 

The House of representatives shall choose their speak- 
er and other officers; and shall have the sole power of 
impeachment, 

Sec. 3. The Senate of the United States shall be 
composed of two senators from each state, chosen by 
the legislature thereof for six years; and each senator 
shall have one vote. 

Immediately after they shall be assembled in conse- 
quence of the election, they shall be divided as equally 
as may be into three classes. The seats of the senators 
of the first class shall be vacated at the expiration of the 
second year, of the second class at the expiration of the 
fourth year, and of the third class at the expiration of 
the sixth year, so that one third may be chosen every 
second year; and if vacancies happen, by resignation or 
otherwise, during the recess of the legislature of any 
state, the executive thereof may make temporary ap- 
pointments until the next meeting of the legislature, 
which shall then fill such vacancies. 

No person shall be a senator, who shall not have at- 
tained to the age of thirty years, and been nine years a 
citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when 
elected, be an inhabitant of that state for which he shall 
be chosen. 

The Vice-president of the United States shall be Pres- 
ident of the Senate, but shall have no vote, unless they 
be equally divided. 

The Senate shall choose their other officers, and 
also a President pro tempore, in the absence of the Vice- 
President, or when he shall exercise the office of Pres- 
ident of the United States. 

‘The Senate shall have the sole power to try all im- 
peachments. When sitting for that purpose, they thall 
be on oath or affirmation. When the President of the 
United States is tried, the Chief Justice shall preside :— 
And no person shall be conyicted without the concur- 
rence of two thirds of the members present. 

Judgement, in cases of impeachmen', shall not ex- 
tend further than to removal from office, and disqualifi- 
cation to hold and enjoy any office of honor, trust or 
profit, under the United States; but the party convicted 
shall nevertheless be liable and subject to indictment, 
trial, judgment and punishment, according to law. 

Sec. 4. The times, places and manner of holding 
elections for senators and representatives shall be pre- 
scribed in each state by the legislature thereof; but the 
Congress may at any time by law make or alter such reg- 
ulations, except as to the places of choosing senators. 

The Congress shall assemble at least once in every 


| year, and such meeting shall be on the first Monday in 


Decr. unless they shall by law appoint a different day. 

Sec. 5. Each house shall be the judge of the elec- 
tions, returns and qualifications of its own members, and 
a majority of each shall constitute a quorum to do bus- 
iness; but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, 
and may be authorized to compel the attendance of ab- 
sent meinbers, in such manner, and under such penal- 
ties, as each house may provide. 

Each house may determine the rules of its proceed- 
ings. punish its members for disorderly behaviour, and, 
with the concurrence of two thirds, expel a member. 

Fach house shall keep a journal of its proceedings, 
and from time to time publish he same, excepting such 
parts as may in their judgment require secrecy; and the 
yeas and nays of the members of either house on any 
question shall, at the desire of one fifth of those present, 
be entered on the journal 

Neither house, during the session of Congress, shall, 
without the consent of the other, adjourn for more than 
three days, nor tu any other place than that in which 
the two houses shall be sitting. 
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Sect. 6. The senators and representatives inden: | seta tee) re- } money to that use shall be fora longer term than 2 years; 
ceive a compensation for their services, to be ascertain- To provide and maintain a navy; 
ed by law, and paid out ofthe treasury of the United} To make rules for the government and regulation of 
States. They shall in all cases, except treason, felony | the land and naval forces; 
and breach of the peace, be privileged from arrest du-| To provide for calling forth the militia to execute the 
ring their attendance at the sessien of their respective | laws of the union,suppress insurrection, &repel invasions; 
houses, and in going to and returning from the same;| To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining 
and for any speech or debate, in either house, they shall | the militia, and for governing such part of them as may 
not be questioned in any other place. be employed in the service of the United States; reserv- 
No senator or representative shall, during the time | ing to the states, respectively, the appointment of the 
for which he was elected, be appointed to any civil of- | officers, and the authority of training the militia accord- 
fice under the authority of the United States, which | ing to the discipline prescribed by Congress; 
shall have been created, or the emoluments whereof} ‘To exercise exclusive legislation, in all cases whatso- 
shall have been increased during such time; and no per- | ever, over such district, (not exceeding 10 miles square) 
son holding any office under the United States shall be | as may, by cession of particular states, and the accept- 
a member of either house during his continuance in of- | ance of Congress, become the seat of the government of 
fice. the United States; and to exercise like authority over all 
Sect. 7 All bills for raising revenue shall originate | places purchased by the consent of the legislature of the 
in the house of representatives; but the senate may pro- | state in which the same shall be, for the erection of forts, 
pose or concur with amendments, as on other bills. magazines, arsenals, dock-yards, and other needful 
Every bill which shall have passed the house of re-| buildings;—And 
presentatives and the senate shall, before it becomes a! To make all laws which shall be necessary and preper 
law, be presented to the president ofthe United States; | for carrying into execution the foregoing powers, and all 
if he approve, he shall sign it; but if not, he shall re- | other powers vested by this constitution in the govern- 
turn it, with his objections, to that house in which it | ment of the U.S.,orin any department or officer thereof. 
shall have originated, who shall enter the ebjections at; Sect. 9. The migration or importation of such per- 
large on their journal, and proceed to re-consider it. If, | sons as any of the states now existing shall think proper 
after such reconsideration, two thirds of that house shall | te admit, shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior 
agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with the | to the year one thousand eight hundred and eight; but 
objections, to the other house, by which it shall like-, a tax or duty may be imposed on such importation, not 
wise be reconsidered, and, if approved by two-thirds of | exceeding ten dol!ars for each person. 
that house, it shall become alaw. But in all such ca-| The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be 
ses, the votes of both houses shall be determined by | suspended, unless when in cases of rebellion or invasion 
yeas and nays, and the names of the persons voting for | the public safety may require it. 
and against the bill shall be entered on the journal of| No bill of attainder or ex post facto law shall be passed. 
each house respectively. If any bill shall not be retur-| No capitation or other direct tax shall be laid, unless 
ned by the President within ten days (Sundays except- | in proportion to the census or enumeration herein be- 
ed) after it shall have been presented to him, the same | fore directed to be taken. 


ae 


shall be a law, in like manner as if he had signed it, un-| No tax or duty shall be laid on articles exported from 
less th¢ Congress, by their adjournment, prevents its re-| any state. No preference shall be given by any regula- 
turn, in which case it shall not be a law. tion of commerce or revenue to the ports of one state 


Every order, resolution or vote, to which the concur- | over those of another; nor shall vessels bound to, or 
rence of the senate and house of representatives may be | from, one state, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay duties 
necessary (except ona question of adjournment) shall} in another. 
be presented to the President of the United States, and, | No money shall be drawn from the treasury, but in 
before the same shall take effect, shall be approved by | consequence of appropriations made by law; anda reg- 
him, or, being disapproved by him, shall be re-passed | ular statement and accuunt of the receipts and expendi- 
by two-thirds of the senate and house of representatives, | tures of all public money shall be published from time to 
according to the rules and limitations prescribed in the | time. 
case of a bill. No title of nobility shall be granted by the U. States: 

Sect. 8. The Congress shall have power And no person holding any office of profit or trust under 

To lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts and excises, | them shall, without the consent of the Congress, accept 
to pay the debts, and provide for the common defence | of any present, emelument, office, or title, of any kind 
and general welfare of the United States; but all du- | whatever, from any king, prince, or foreign state. 
ties, imposts and excises, shall be uniform throughout| Sect. 10. No state shall enter into any treaty, alliance 
the United States; or confederation; grant letters of marque and reprisal; 

To borrow money on the credit of the United States; | coin money; emit bills of credit; make any thing but gold 

To regulate commerce with foreign nations, & among | and silver coin a tender in payment of debts; pass any 
the several states, and with the Indian tribes; bills of attainder, ea post facto law, or law impairing the 

To establish an uniform rule of naturalization, and uni- | obligation of contracts, er grant any title of nobility. 
form laws on the subject of bankruptcies, throughout | No state shall, without the consent of Congress, lay 
the United States; any impest or duties on imports or exports, except what 

To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of for- | may be absolutely necessary for executing its inspection 
eign coin, and fix the standard of weights and measures; | laws; and the nett produce of all duties and impests laid 

To provide for the punishment of counterfeiting the | by any state on imports or exports shall be for the 
securities and current coin of the United States; use of the treasury of the United States; and all such 

To establish post-offices and post-roads; laws shall be subjeet to the revision and ‘control of the 

To promote the progress of seience and useful arts, | Congress. No state shall, without the consent of Con- 
by securing for limited times, to authors and inventors, | gress, lay any duty of tonnage, keep troops or ships of 
the exclusive right to their respective writings und dis-| war in time of peace, enter into any agreement or com- 
coveries; pact with another state, or with a foreign power, or en- 

To constitute tribunals inferior to the supreme court; | gage in war, unless actually invaded, or in such immi- 

To define and punish piracies and felonies committed.| nent danger as will not admit of delay. 
en the high seas, and offences against the law of nations; ARTICLE If. 

To declare war, grant letters of marque and reprisal, | Sect. 1. The executive power shall be vested in a 
and make rules concerning captures on land and water; | President of the United States of America. He shall 

To raise and support armies; but no appropriation of | hold his office during the term of four years, and, togeth- 
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er with the Vice-President, chesen for the same term, 
be elected as follows: 

Each state shall appoint, in such manner as the legis- 
lature thereof may direct, a number of electors, equal to 
the whole number of Senators and Kepresentatives to 
which the state may be entitled in the Congress: But 
no Senator or Representative, or person holding an of- 
fice of trust or profit under the United States, shall be 
appointed an elector. 

‘The electors shall meet in their respective states, and 
vote by ballot fer two persons, of whom one at least 
shail not be an inhabitant of the same state with them- 
selves. And they shall make a list ofall the persons vo- 
ted for, and of the number of votes for each; which list 
they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the 
seat of the government of the United States, directed to 
the President of the Senate. The President of the Sen- 
ate shall, in the presence of the Senate and House of 
Representatives, open all the certificates, and the votes 
shall then be counted. The person having the greatest 
number of votes shall be the President, if such number 
be a majority of the whole number of electors appoint- 
ed; and if there be more than one who have such major- 
ity, and have an equal number of votes, then the House 
of Representatives shall immediately choose by ballot 
one of them for President; and if no person have a ma- 
jority, then from the five highest on the list the said 
House shall in like manner choose the President. But 
in choosing the President, the votes shall be taken by 
states, the Representation from each state having one 
vote; a quorum for this purpose shall consist of a mem- 
ber or members from two thirds of the states, and a ma- 
jority of all the states shall be necessary to a choice.— 
In every case, after the choice of the President, the per- 
son having the greatest number of votes of the electors 
shall be the Vice-President. But if there should remain 
two or more who have equal votes, the Senate shall 
choose from them by ballot the Vice-President. 

‘The Congress may determine the time of choosing the 
electors, & the day on which they shall give their votes; 
which day shall be the same throughout the U. States. 

No person, except a natural born citizen, or a citizen 
of the United States at the time of the adoption of this 
constitution, shall be eligible to the office of President; 
neither shall any person be eligible to that office, who 
shall not have attained to the age of 35 years, and been 
14 years a resident within the United States. 

In case of the removal of the President from office, or 
of his death, resignation, or inability to discharge the 
powers and duties of the said office, the same shall de- | 
volve on the Vice-President, and the Congress may by | 
law provide for the case of removal, death, resignation 
or inability, both of the President and Vice-President, 
declaring what officer shall then act as President, and 
such officer shall act accordingly, until the disability be 
removed, or a President shall be elected. 

The President shall, at stated times, receive for his 
services a compensation, which shall neither be increas- 
ed or diminished during the period for which he shall 
have been elected, and he shall not receive within that 


period any other emolument from the United States, or 
any of them. 


| 


Before he enter on the execution of his office, he shall | 


take the following oath or affirmation: 
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He shall haye power, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate, to make treaties, provided two-thirds 
of the Senators present concur; and he shall nominate, 
and, by and with the adyice and consent of the Senate, 
shall appoint Ambassadors, other public Ministers and 
Consuls, Judges of the supreme court, and all other offi- 
cers of the United States, whose appointments are not 
herein otherwise provided for, and which shall be estab- 
lished by law: But the Congress may by law vest the 
appointment of such inferior officers as they think pro- 
per in the President alone, in the courts of law, or in 
the heads of departments. 

The President shall have power to fill up all vacan- 
cies that may happen during the recess of the Senate, 


by granting commissions, which shall expire at the end 
of their next session. 


Sec. 3. He shall from time to time give to the Con- 
gress information of the state of the union, and recom- 
mend to their consideration such measures as he shall 
judge necessary and expedient; he may, on extraordina- 
ry occasions, convene both Houses, or either of them, 
and in case uf disagreement between them, with respect 
to the time of adjournment, he may adjourn them to 
such time as he shall think proper; he shall receive Am- 
bassadors and ether public Ministers; he shall take care 
that the laws be faithfully executed, and shall commis- 
sion all the officers of the United States. 

Sect. 4. ‘Vhe President, Vice-President, and all civil 
officers of the United States, shall be removed from of- 
fice on impeachment for, and conviction of, treason, bri- 
bery, or other high crimes and misdemeanors. 


ARTICLE III. 


Sect. 1. The judicial power of the United States shal? 
be vested in one supreme court, and in such inferior 
courts as the Congress may from time ordain and estab- 
lish. The judges, both of the supreme and inferior courts, 
shall hold their offices during good behaviour, and shall, 
at stated times, receive for their services a compensa- 


tion, which shall not be diminished during their contin- 
uance in office. 


Sect. 2. The judicial power shall extend to all cases 
in law and equity, arising under ‘the constitution, the 
laws of the United States, and treaties made, or which 
shall be made, under their authority; to all cases affect- 
ing Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls; 
to all cases of Admiralty and Maritime Jurisdiction; to 
controversies to which the UnitedStates shall be a party; 
to controversies between two or more states, between a 
state and citizens of another state, between citizens of 
different states, between citizens of the same state 
claiming lands under grants of different states, and be- 
tween a state, or the citizens thereof, and foreign states, 
citizens or subjects. 

In all cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Min- 
isters and Consuls, and those in which a state shall be a 
party, the supreme court shall have original jurisdiction. 
In all the other cases before mentioned, the supreme 
court shall have appellate jurisdiction, both as to law 


_and fact, with such exceptions, and under such regula- 
tions, as the Congress shall make. 


The trial of all crimes, except in cases of impeach- 
ment, shall be by jury; and such trial shall be held in 
the state where the said crimes shall have been commit~- 


“I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully | ted; but when not committed within any state, the trial 
execute the office of President of the United States, and | shall be at such place or places as the Congress may by 
will, to the best of my ability, preserve, protect and de- | law have directed. 


fend the constitution of the United States.” 

Sect. 2. ‘The President shall be commander-in-chief 
of the army and navy of the United States, and of the 
militia of the several states, when called inte the actual 
service of the United States; he may require the opin- 
ion, in writing, of the principal officer in each of the ex- 
ecutive departments, upon any subject relating to the 


Sect. 3. Treason against the United States shall con- 
sist only, in levying war against them, or in adhering to 
their enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No per- 
son shall be convicted of treason, unless on the testimo- 
ny of two witnesses to the same overt act, or on confes- 
sion in open court. 


The Congress shall have power to declare the punish- 


duties of their respective offices, and he shall have pow- | ment of treason, but no attainder of treason shall werk 
er to grant reprieves and pardons for offences against | corruption of blood, or forfeiture, except during the life 


the United States, except in cases of impeachment. 


| of the person attainted. 
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ARTICLE IV. 

Sect. 1. Full faith and credit shall be given in each 
state to the public acts, records and judicial proceed- 
imgs of every other state. And the Congress may by 
general laws prescribe the manner in which such acts, 
records and proceedings shall be proved, and the effect 
thereof. 

Sect. 2. The citizens of each state shall be entitled to 
a'l privileges and immunities of citizens in the sevcral 
states. 

A person charged in any state with treason, felony, or 
other crime, who shall flee from justice, and be found 
in another state, shall, on demand cf the executive au- 
thority of the state from which he fled, be delivered up,to 
be removed to the state having jurisdiction of the crime. 

No person held to service or labour in one state, under 
the laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in conse- 
quence of any law or regulation therein, be discharged 
from such service or labor; but shall be delivered up on 
claim of the party to whom such service or labour may 
be due. 

Sect. 3. New states may be admitted by the Congress 
into this union; but no new state shall be formed or 
erected within the jurisdiction of any other state; nor 
any state be formed by the. junction of two or more 
states, or parts of states, without the consent of the le- 
lature of the states concerned, as well as of the Congress. 

The Congress shall have power todispose of and make 
all needful rules and regulations respecting the territory 
or other property belonging to the U. States; and neth- 
ing in this constitution shall be so construed as to preju- 
dice any claims of the U.States, or of any particular state. 

Sec. 4. The United States shall guarantee to every 
state in this union a Republican ferm of government, 
and shall protect each of them against invasion; and on 
application of the legislature, or of the executive (when 
the legislature cannot be convened) against domestic vi- 
olence. ARTICLE V. 

The Congress, whenever two thirds of both houses 
shall déem it necessary, shall propose amendments to 
this constitution, or, on the application of the legisla- 
tures of two-thirds of the several states, shall call a con- 
vention for proposing amendments, which, in either case, 
shall be valid to all intents and purposes, as part of this 
constitution, when ratified by the legislatures of three 
fourths of the several states, or by conventions in three 
fourths thereof, as the one or the other mode of ratifica- 
tion may be proposed by the Congress: Provided, that 
no amendment which may be made prior to the year 
one thousand eight hundred & eight shall in any manner 
affect the first and fourth clauses in the ninth section of 
the first article; and that no state, without its consent, 
shall be deprived of its equal suffrage in the Senate. 

ARTICLE VI, 

All debts contracted and engagements entered into, 
before the adoption of this constitution, shall be as valid 
against the United States under this constitution, as un- 
der the confederation. 

This constitution, and the laws of the U. States which 
shall be made in pursuance thereof, and all treaties 
made, or which shall be made, under the authority of 
the United States, shall be the supreme law of the land, 
and the judges in every state shall be bound thereby, 
any thing in the constitution or laws of any state to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 

The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, 
and the members of the several state legislatures, and all 
executive and judicial officers, both of the U.States and 
of the several States, shall be bound, by oath or affirma- 
tion, to support this constitution; but no religious test 
shall ever be required as a qualification to any office or 
public trust under the United States. 

: ARTICLE VII. 

The ratification of the conventions of nine states shall 
be sufficient for the establishment of this constitution be- 
tween the states so ratifying the same. 
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States present, the 17th day of September, in the year 
of our Lord 1787, and of the Independence of the U- 
nited States of America the 12th. In witness where- 
of we have hereunto subscribed our names. 
GEORGE WASHINGTON, PresipeEnt, 
And Deputy from Virginia. 
Delaware. 
George Read, 
Gunning Bedford, Jr. 




















New-Hampshire. 
John Langdon, 
Nicholas Gilman. 


Massachusetts. John Dickinson, 
Nathaniel Gorham, Richard Bassett, 
Rufus King. Jacob Broom. 

Connecticut. 


Maryland. 
James M‘Henry, 
Daniel of St. Tho. Jenifer, 


William Samuel Johnson, 
Roger Sherman. 


New-York. Daniel Carrol. 
Alexander Hamilton. Virginia. 
New-Jersey. John Blair, 


William Livingston, 
David Brearly, 
William Patterson, 
Jonathan Dayton. 
Pennsylvania. 
Benjamin Franklin, 
Thomas Mifflin, 
Robert Morris, 
George Clymer, 
Thomas Fitzsimons, 
Jared Ingersoll, 
James Wilson, 
Governeur Morris. 
ATTEST. 


James Maddison, Jr. 
North-Carolina. 

William Blount, 

Richard Dobbs Spaight, 

Hugh Williamson. 
South-Carolina. 

John Rutledge, 

Charles Coteswor th Pinck- 

Charles Pinckney» _[ney, 

Pierce Butler. 
Georgia. 

William Few, 

Abraham Baldwin. 

Witt1am Jackson, Secretary. 


RATIFICATION. 
In roe Name OF THE PEOPLE OF PENNSYLVANIA. 


Be it Known unto all Men,— That We, the Delegates of 
the People of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in Gen 
eral Convention assembled, have assented to and ratified, 
and by these presents do, in the name and by the authori- 
ty of the same hy and for ourselves, assent to and rat- 
ify the foregoing Constitution for the Uniten Stats of 
AMERICA. 

Dons in Convention, the 12th day of December, in the 
year 1787, and of the Independence of the United 

States of America, the 12th. In witness whereof, we 

have hereunto subscribed our Names. | 

FREDERICK A. MUHLENBERG, Prest. 

George Latimer, John Hubley, 

Benjamin Rush, Jasper Yeates, 

Hilary Baker, Henry Slagle, 

James Wilson, Thomas Campbell, 

Thomas M‘Kean, Thomas Hartley, 

William M‘Pherson, David Grier, 

John Hunn, John Black, 

George Gray, Benjamin Pedan, 

Samuel Ashmead, John Arndt, 

Enoch Edwards, Stephen Balliott, 

Henry Wynkoop, Joseph Horsefield, 

John Barclay, David Deshler, 

Thomas Yardley, William Wilson, 


Abraham Stout, John Boyd, 
Thomas Bull, Thomas Scott, 
Anthony Wayne, John Nevill, 
William Gibbons, John Allison, 
Richard Downing, Jonathan Roberts, 
Thomas Cheney, John Richards, 
John Hannum, James Morris, 
Stephen Chambers, Timothy Pickering, 
Robert Coleman, Benjamin Elliott, 


Sebastian Graff, 
Attest. James CampBect, Secretary. 


Friday, Dec. 14, 1787. A. M. 
It was moved by Mr. Wilson & seconded by Mr.Baker, 
“That when the Constitution, proposed by the late 
General Convention, shall have been organized, this 


DONE in Conyention, by the unanimous consent of the ' commonwealth will cede to the Congress the jurisdic, 
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tion over any place in Pennsylvania, not exceeding ten | 


miles square, which, with the consent of the inhabi- 
tants, the Congress may choose, for the seat of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States.” 

On motion of Mr. Wayne, seconded by Mr. Bull, 

Ordered, That a committee be appointed, to take the | 
foregoing motion into consideration, and make report | 
thereon. 

The committee agreed on, consists of Mr. Wilson, Mr. 
M‘Pherson, Mr. Gray, Mr..Wynkoop, Mr. Coleman, | 
Mr. Wayne, Mr. Grier, Mr. Morris, and Mr. Pickering. | 

On motion of Mr. Gray, seconded by Mr. M‘Pherson, | 

The petitions relative to the cession ofa district to the | 
Congress, for the seat of the General Government, were | 
read a second time, & referred to the above committee. 

Ordered, that Mr. Baker, Mr. Balliett and Mr. Hoge | 





ker, James Wilson, Thomas M‘Kean, William M‘Pher- 
son, John Hunn, George Gray, Samuel Ashmead, Enoch 
Edwards, Henry Wynkoop, John Barclay, Thomas 
Yardley, Abraham Stout, Thomas Bull, Anthony Wayne, 
William Gibbons, Richard Downing, Thomas Cheney 
John Hannum, Stephen Chambers, Robert Coleman, 
Sebastian Graff, John Hubley, Jasper Yeates, Henry 
Slagle, Thomas Campbell, Thomas Hartley, David Grier, 
John Black, Benjamin Pedan, John Harris, Nicholas 
Lutz, John Arndt, Stephen Balliott, Joseph Horsfield, 
David Deshler, Joseph Powell, William Wilson, John 
Boyd, John Nevill, John Allison, Jonathan Roberts, John 
Richards, Frederick A.Muhlenberg, James Morris, ‘lim- 
othy Pickering, Benjamin Elliott. 

Nays. —Jobn Reynolds, Robert Whitehill, John Lud- 
wig, John Bishop, James Martin, John Baird, James Ed- 


be a committee of accounts, that they ascertain the | gar, Nathaniel Breading, John Smilie, Richard. Bard, 
mileage of each member, and such other expenses as | Adam Orth. 


are to be provided for by this Convention. So it was carried in the affirmative. 
Saturday, Dec. 15, 1787. A.M. \ _ On motion of Mr. Chambers, seconded by Mr.Wayne, 


The committee appointed to consider the motion of | ~ Resolved, That the President be directed to transmit 
Mr. Wilson, relative to a cession to the United States of | to his Excellency the President of Congress, by the 


a district for the seat of the Federal Government, report | Secretary, the constitution as ratified by this convention, 





the following resolution, 
“That when the constitution, proposed by the late | 
General Convention, shall have been organized, this 
commonwealth will cede to the Congress of the United 
States the jurisdiction over any place in Pennsylvania, 
not exceediug ten miles square, which with the con- 
sent of the inhabitants, the Congress may choose, for the 
seat of the government of the United States, excepting 
only the city of Philadelphia, the district of Southwark, 
and that part of the Northern Liberties included within 
a line running parallel with Vine street, at the distance 
of one mile northward thereof, from the river Schuyl- 
kill to the southern side of the main branch of Cohok- 
shink creek, thence down the said creek to its junction 
with the river Delaware; but the marsh land, and so 
much of the adjoining bank on the same side of the said | 
creek as shall be necessary for the erecting any dams, 
or works to command the water thereof, are excluded | 
from this exception,” 


On the question being put, the Yeas and Nays were | 
called by Mr. M*Kean and Mr. Whitehill, and were as | 
follow. 

Yeas.—George Latimer, Benjamin Rush, Hilary Ba- | 
ker, James Wilson, Thomas M‘Kean, William M‘Pher- 
son, John Hunn, George Gray, Samuel Ashmead, Enoch 
Edwards,Henry Wynkoop,John Barclay, Thomas Yard- 
ley, Abraham Stout Thomas Bull, Anthony Wayne, | 


William Gibbons, Richard Downing, Thomas Cheney, | defray the 
John Hannum, Stephen Chambers, Robert Coleman, | expenses, and that he 


Sebastian Graff, John Hubley, Jasper Yates, Henry Sla- 
gle, Thomas Campbell, Thomas Hartley, David Grier, 


John Black, Benjamin Pedan, Nicholas Lutz, John Arndt and Mr. Baker be a committee, 
Stephen Balliott, Joseph Horsfield, David Deshler, Wil- | vising 


of. 


liam Wilson, John Boyd, John Nevill, John Allison, Jon- 
athan Roberts,John Richards, Frederick A. Muhlenberg, 
James Morris, Timothy Pickering, Benjamin Elliott. 


together with the resolution respecting the cession of 
territory and the temporary residence of the Honorable 
the Congress of the United States, 
On motion of Mr. Hartley,seconded by Mr.Chambers, 
Resolved, That three thousand copies of the Federal 
Constitution. and the ratification thereof by this Con- 
vention, be printed inthe English language, and two 
thousand copies in the German language, and delivered 
to the President,for the several members of this body, in 
proportion to the number of deputies from the several 
counties, to be distributed amongst their constituents. 
The committee of accounts made report; whereupon 
Resolved, That the President draw an order on the 


| Treasurer, in favor of James Campbell, Esquire, for for- 
| ty-one pounds, for his service as Secretary to the Con- 


vention, including fifteen days allowance for complet- 


| ing the business. 


In favor of Andrew Burkhard, Messenger, for his ser- 


| vices, including four days allowance, for fifteen pounds. 


In favor of Joseph Fry, Door-Keeper, for his services, 


_ including four days allowance, for fifteen pounds, 


In favor of James Martin, for his services, for six 
pounds fifteen shillings, 


In favor of the Secretary, for carrying the new con- 


stitution of the United States, and ratification thereof by 
this state, to Congress, for twenty pounds. 


In favor of the Secretary, for four hundred pounds, to 
printing of the minutes and other contingent 
account with the Comptroller 
General for the same. 

On motion, Resolved, That Mr. M‘Kean, Mr. Latimer 
for the purpose of re- 
the minutes and superintending the printing there- 


On motion of Mr. M‘Kean, seconded by Mr. Cham- 


bers, Resolved, unanimously, That the thanks of this 


Nays.—John Harris, John Keynolds, Robert White-| convention be presented to the President, for the able 


hill, Jonathan Hoge, John Ludwig, John Bishop, James | and f; 


Martin, Joseph Powell, William Findley, John Baird, 
William Todd, James Edgar, Nathaniel Breading, John 
Smilie, Richard Bard, Adam Orth. | 

So it was carried in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. Pickering, seconded by Mr. Cham- | 
bers 

Resolved, That it isthe opinion of this convention, | 
that until the Congress shall have made their election | 
ofa district for the place of their accommodation, they | 
may have the use of such of the public buildings within 
the city of Philadelphia, or any other part of this state, 
as they may find convenient, 
' On the question being put, the Yeasand Nays were | 
called by Mr. Wayne and Mr. Chambers, and were as | 
follow : 

Yeas.—Geerge Latimcr, Benjamin Rush, 








| 


sithful manner in which he has discharged the du- 


ties of the chair. 


JAMES CAMPBELL, Secretary, 
Adjourned sine die. 


TAXES. 
Believing that the subject of taxes is one which pes- 





sesses general interest and which has never been fully 
placed before the public—we have with considerable 
labor formed, from authentic sources, the following ta- 
ble and calculations. 


The table exhibits the assessments 
of 1826 and 1829—The county taxes for the whole coun- 
ty—The several corporation taxes—The poor taxes for 
those districts which are under the jurisdiction of the 
Guardians of the poor—those for the townships we have 


’ not been able to precure. In the calculations following the 
Hilary Ba- | table, an analysis is made, shewing, as we think, some 


very interesting results. 
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TABLE OF TAXE 
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The Taxes in the city are equal to about 1 48 per 
cent. on the assessment. 

The amt. of tax on real estate in the city is 334,799 65 
do. personal tax, - - - 23,720 89 
do. dog do. - - - 965 50 

Total taxes on City, - . - - $359,486 04 

The Tax on real estate in the city is at the rate of a- 
bout 1 38 per cent. on its assessed value. 

The city pays 58 percent. of the whole county tax. 
There were 16556 taxables in the city, which divided 
into the amount of taxes will give an average of $21 71 
as the proportion which each taxable would pay sup- 
posing all to pay alike—or, calculating 5 Inhabitants to 
one taxable each person would pay $4 34. 

Uporthe same principle each faxable in the 

Northern Liberties would pay $8 18 each person $1 63 


Kensington, do, 4 47 do. 88 
Penn Township, do. 11 il do. 2 22 
Southwark, Co. 9 33 do. 1 86 
Movamensing do. 5 84 do. 1 17 


The corporation taxes of the City are at the rate of | 


86 cts. per $100. Do. of N.Liberties 50 per 100. 
Do. of Kensington 50 do, 
Do. of Penn T. 50 do. 
Do. of Southwark 60 do. 
Do. Moyamensing exclusive of poor tax 85 do. 


The poor taxes assessed on the city and districts un- 
der the care of the Guardians is at the rate of 22 cts. per 
$100 and amount to $38,508 69 


Of which the City pays 59,136 29 
N. Liberties 10,686 01 
Do, unincorporated, 2,134 25 
Kensington 3,503 53 
Penn T. 6,807 69 
Southwark 6,240 90 


The remaining districts of the county support their 
own poor and levy their own poor taxes. 

The poor tax of Moyamensing is 40 cts per $100 or 
3,073 52. 
The corporation tax for the City amounts to $222,805 58 


Do N. Liberties 21,269 80 
Do Kensington 6,237 37 
Do Penn Township 9,253 63 
Do Southwark 14,686 17 
Moyamensing exclusive of poor tax 4,737 15 


The preceding table enables us to form a comparative 
estimate of property between the two periods of assess- 
ment—and exhibits those portions of the city and coun- 
ty, which from improvements or other causes have ra- 
pidly enhanced in value. 

The value of tha.city property in 1826 was $22,369,800 
The same : - - - 1829 was 24,202,786 
1,832,986 





Being an increase of - - ° - 





Or at the rate of 8.20 per cent. 
The value of the remaining portions of the county in- 
cluding the districts was in 1826 14,910,641 
Do 1829 16,549,001 


1,638,360 





Being an increase of : . - . 

Or at the rate of about 11 per cent. 
‘The value of the City & Co. in 1826 was 57,280,441 
Do. 1829 was 40,751,787 





Increase in three years - - - 
Or at the rate of 9 31 per cent. 

If 50 per cent. be added tothe asggssed amount of 
property (it being generally understood that the assess- 
ments are at least this much below the actual value tho’ 
there may be some instances to the contrary) the value 
of the city would be 36,304,179. 

The following tables show the relative increase of the 
lifterent wards of the city. 


REMARKS O 


N TAXES. 


[Ocrenzr 


| Eastern Wards. 


Increase in Rate per cent. 




















3 years. of increase, 

Upper Delaware - - $41,454 ~ - $3 40 
Lower Delaware - - 58,821 - 3 83 
High ° ° - - 112,339 . 3 96 
Chesnut - - - 137,365 - 4 63 
| Walnut - . . 40,189 - 1 82 
ek i ss +) tl OEM we 5°76 
Pine . - ° : 83,990 : 7 15 
New Market - - - 107,528 : 9 29 
Total - : - 686,588 Average 4 60 
| ~= 
| Western Wards. Increase in Rate per cent. 
| 3 years. of increase. 
North Mulberry $166,662 - #30 29 
; South Mulberry 114,175 ° 11 95 
| North 87,034 - 5 36 
| Middle 48,002—s«- 3 74 
| South r 199,975 : 1 57 
| Locust 419,595 - 33 95 
| Cedar 110,955 - 2141 
} — 

Total 1,146,398 Average 15 36 


‘ 


{ a 








| From these tables it eppears that while the 8 eastern 
| wards, (which were rated in 1826 to be worth $14,908,- 
571 and in 1829,$15,595,159) have increased only at the 
| rate of 4.60 per cent.—the 7 western wards (which in 
| 1826 were valued at 7,461,229 and in 1829 at 8,607,627) 
| have increased at the rate of 15.36 per cent.—thus fur- 
nishing a striking proof that the improvements are ra- 
pidly advancing toward the western part of the city— 
which must be attributed to the rapid increase of popu- 
| lation and to the facilities affoided to the trade of the 
Schuy!kill by means of canals, and to the introduction of 
coal—and furnishes also a pleasing pr sage of the future 
extent and value of that part ef the city, when the build- 
ings on the Schuylkill will be as numerous as they now 
are on the Delaware, and whon, by the completion of 
| the Pennsvlvania canal and the Columbia rail road, the 
_preducts of the remote parts of the state, shall be trans- 
ported at a sma'l expense to our wharves.—This view 
of the subject, therefore shews how important it is to 
this City that these public works should not be retarded 
| —and that the great trade which they must open to us, 
| should not be diverted from us into other channels. 
The almost stationary value of the eastern parts of the 
city, which have usually been considered the business 
| part of it—would at first view seem to indicate a com- 
| parative declension of property from some cause or oth- 
er—but we believe upon inyuiry that this is not the fact 
| —hbut that on the contrary property there is at as high a 
| price now as it was some years previously to the assess- 
) ment; yet when it is considered, that there is very little 
‘room for further improvements by building, and that 
family residences are generally occupying the western 
portion of the city, and that consequently many stores 
are following the tide of population; and that foreign 
_commerce has declined; it is probable that property in 
the eastern wards has, for the present, attained its maxi- 
_mum value, and must so continue, until a new impulse is 
| given to trade in that quarter, It therefore becomes an 
| important inquiry how this impulse is to be given.—For 
a revival of foreign commerce, there seems to be very 
little encouragement to hope—we must therefore, look 
| for it from some other quarter. Judging from the effects 
| of the improvements of the Schuylkill,on property in its 


5,471,346 | vicinity—it is reasonable to caleulate that like effects 


would be produced by the completion of the public 
work already commenced and now in progress on the 
Delaware, and by connecting them with others which 
are deemed practicuble—and calculated to bring to us 
a considerable portien of the Susquehanra trade by 
means of the Nescopec canal; and the trade of the west- 
ern parts of New York, by water communications which 
it is thought by many may be made. 


1829.] 





As connected with this subject,—the ope 
Chesapeake and Delaware canal must be hailed asa very 
important event to this city, as a portion of the Susque- 
hanna trade will no doubt find its way to this city thro’ 
it. 





The 7 wards of the Norruenn LIBERTIES were asses- 
sed in 1826 at, 3,526,294 
and in 1829 at, 3,994,961 





Increase in three years, 468,667 
Or at the rate of 13.29 per cent. 
Names of Wards. Increasein Rate per cent. 
3 years. of increase. 
First, - - $25,578 - 3 04 
Second, - i 78,840 - 13 14 
Third, - - 40,820 - 6 74 
Fourth, - : 80,413 - 20 87 
Fifth, . - 96,053 - 17 82 
Sixth, : - 85,654 - 28 73 
Seventh, - - 63,509 - 1911 
Total - - 468,667 


The unincorporated N. L. are not assessed as much 
in 1829 as in 1826, by $2,985. 











East KensinetTon was assessed in 1826 at 513,588 
Do do do 1829 at 579,462 
Increase in three years - - 65,874 

Or at the rate of 12 82 per cent. 
West Kensineron wasassessed in 1826 at 446,370 
Do do do 1829 at 543,915 
Increase in three years - - 97,545 





Or at the rate of 21 86 per cent. 
Total increase of E. and W. Kensington 163,419 or 
17 02 per cent. 
Penn| Townsurr, assessed in 1826 
Do do 1829 


2,305,430 
2,636,114 
Increase at the rate of 15 36 per cent. or 330,684 
The corporation assessment is $1,764,924 
Moramensine has increased 112,202, or at the rate 
of 18.34 per cent. 
East Sournuwarx was assessed in 1826 at 1,175,429 
Do do 1829 at 1,309,134 














or 11.37 percent. 133,705 | 
West Sovurnwanrk was valued in 1826 at 793,787 
Do do do 1829 at 992 935 
Increase in three years 199,146 


or at the rate of 25 09 per cent. 
‘Total increase of E. and W. Southwark 532,851 or 
16.90 per cent. 
Passrunx has increased 49,104 or 8 45 per cent. 


BuiocKtey do 37,050 or 4 51 do. 
KINGSESSING do 12,368 or 3 23 do. 
Roxsonoveca do 81,166 orl8 97 do. 
GerRMaNTowN do 936o0r 13 do. 
Oxrorp do 26,559 or 5 23 do. 
BurisTou do 30,881 or 8 60 do. 
Lower DuBLiIn 26,648 or 5 45 do. 
Brsenry has decreased - - - $4,386 
MoRELAND do - - - - 27,804 


We would invite similar inquiries from different parts of 
the state, believing that they would be useful and inter- 
esting. It would be satisfactory, to be able to compare 
our taxes with those of other cities—but for this we have 
not the necessary information. It may, perhaps be prop- 
er to observe that we have taken the county assessments 
as the basis of our calculations, they differ in some in- 
stances from the corporation assessment owing to allow- 
ances, &c. 


LAW CASE. 


ning of the 
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LAW CASE 


Essentials of a Recognizance for an Appeal from the 
judgment of a Justice. 


Stroud 
vs. 
Akel. 

The only difficulty felt by the court in this case arises 
from- some recent decisions of the supreme court, 
which are supposed to establish that such a recogni- . 
zance as that taken and certified by the Justice in this 
case is a nullity on which no recovery can be had. If 
this position can be well founded, it is much to be re- 
gretted, for it is doubtful whether there is a recogni- 
zance taken in any appeal on our records more formal; 
and certain it is that very mxny are much less so.—The 
results of a judgment for the defendant are therefore 
easy tu be imagined. Still, if the justice has not in 
this instance conformed to what our superior tribunal 
has authoritively pronounced to be the law; the stern 
principle of jurisprudence points out our duty, let con- 
sequences be what they may. Then, however much 
public evil arises from a particular course of decision, 
although such a consideration cannot properly give a 
particular direction to an adjudication, yet it properly 
requires us to see our way quite clear in pronounc- 
ing it. 

The act of Assembly under which this recognizance 
was taken, requires, that on an appeal from the deci- 
sion of a Justice of the Peace, the bail “to be taken 
by the Justice shall be conditioned for the appearance 
of the party appealing at the next court of common 
| pleas, to prosecute his suit with effect, and on failure 
| thereof that the bail will, on or before the first day of 

the next term after judgment shall be rendered against 
| the principal, surrender him to the gaol of the proper 
| county.” 

The transcript of the justice, setting forth the recog- 
| nizance on which this proceeding has been instituted, 
iis as follows: “Now, Nov. 20th, 1826, Defendant ap- 
_ pealed from the annexed judgment against him to the 
| next court of common pleas in and for the county of 

Philadelphia.—Recognizance by defendant and Jeremi- 
‘ah Akel each in the sum of $99, conditioned that de- 
| fendant prosecutes his appeal with effect,” which entry 
| was signed by the original defendant and Akel the bail. 
| It is certain that neither the precise language of, nor all 
| that is strictly demanded by the act of Assembly, iv here 
set forth, but there is “substance capable of being 
| worked into form.”’ In the Commonwealth vs. Emery, 
2 Binn. 431, a recognizance at common law, much more 
' bold and disjointed was held sufficient and for the satis- 

factory reasons, “that in sll countries there are particu- 
_lar modes of doing business which are known and re- 
| garded by their courts; and that in this Commonwealth 
‘the records of courts of justice consist principally of 

short entries not reduced to form; that it was sufficient 
| if these entries contained substance capable of being 
| worked into form; and that it was reasonable to apply 
| the same rule to recognizances taken by magistrates out 
| of court.” Whenever the proceedings of justices of the 
peace have come before our courts, they have felt the 
necessity of treating them with liberality and not scan- 
ning them with too cursory aneye. ‘The late Judge 
| Duncan, on this subject, remarks, that “when indul- 

gence is extended where regularity sliould be looked 

tor, it ought not less to prevail in proceedings before 
| justices of the peace, where knowledge of legal forms 
| 18 not to be expected, and where if forms were strictly 

regarded, the jurisdiction would be extinguished.” 

Cockran vs. Parker, 6 Serg. & Rawle, 552. 

In the case from which this judicious reflection is 
taken, the justice originally took a recognizance in th’s 
form, “John Cockran, Esq. bound as bail to appeal 
according to law.” Subsequently, on a rule to amend 
and perfect his return, the justice returned “that the 
transcript of 27 ap. 1818, was a correct copy of Lisosk- 


ge P. No. 6. Sept. 1827. 
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et entry, and that the recognizance was taken in due 
form of law, in double the amount of debt and costs, 
amounting to 74 dollars 12 cents, John Cockran the 
pail, fully consenting thereto.” Although the decision 
of the S. Court refusing to sustain the dismissal of this 
appeal by the common pleas, went on the ground of 
acquiescence. Yet the able judge considered that this 
contained the substance of a legal recognizance; the 
parties’ names, cognizor and cognizee; and the amount 
and purpose fer which it was taken.’’—In the Common- 
wealth vs. Emery, a recognizance containing these 
essentials was the foundation of the judgment of the 
court, which reversed a decision of Judge Rush, who 
held such an ‘‘inartificial paper to be no evidence of a 
legal recognizance. From the Commonwealth vs. Eme- 
ry, in 1810, down to Cockran vs. Parker in 1821, the 
reasoning and adjudications of the Supreme Court, are 
in our judgment with this plaintiff. Subsequent adju- 
dications are, however, sipposed to have introduced 
new and more rigid doctrines, and that by their stan- 
dard must this recugnizance be rendered. ‘The cases 
alluded to, however, do not, to our apprehension, mo- 
dify or vary any previous settled principle of our juris- 
prudence, but are decided solely on their own circum- 
stances. In the first of them, ‘ King vs. Cubbertson, 
10th Serg. & Rawle 325, the justice took a recogni- 
zance on an appeal conditioned,” that Alexander Os- 
burn should appear at the next court of common pleas, 
to be holden for the County of Franklin, and prosecute 
the said suit with effect; and on failure thereof, he, the 
said John King, the bail of the said Alexander Osburn, 
would pay the debt and costs on the said suit to the 
plaintiff.” 

Here was not the case of an informal recognizance, 
but of one remarkably precise in its terms, into which 
was introduced an all important condition not authorized 
by law, to wit: an absolute obligation from the bail, to 
pay debt and costs in the event of a failure by the ap- 
pellant to prosecute his appeal with effect, when the 
law rendered this obligation contingent and dependent 
on a failure by the bail to surrender his principal with- 
in a prescribed period. This also seems to us to be the 
doctrine of Bolton vs. Robinson, 15 Serg. and Rawle 
193, and of Donaldson vs. Cunningham, 13 Sergt. and 
Rawle, 245. Besides these latter cases arose from pro- 
ceeding in court, under a different act of Assembly from 
that under consideration, in which the form of recogni- 
zance designated by law, was totally departed from: 
whereas, in this case, the stipulation to prosecute the 
uppeal with effect,’ is one of the precise conditions 
directed, and the recognizance if defective at all, is 
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indeed, when it is remembered how perpetually our 
streets ure thronged with wagons, at all hours in the 
day, the sum will not be thought exaggerated. 


The profits realized by burning and selling of Char- 
coal are enormous. Out of a load which sells for ten 
dollars, a profit of 5 dollars is made, clear of all expen- 
ses: and when it is retailed at 28 to31 cents a barrel, an 
additional gain of about two dollars on the load is the re- 
sult. If this profit is realized now, how enormous must 
it have been last winter, when Charcoal was scarce at 
halfa dollar per barrel. Several individuals had large 
yards filled during the summer, in expectation of the 
winter’s demand, when the closing of the navigation 
would cut off all additional supplies from Jersey. As 
fuel became scarce, they demanded the extertionate 
price of halfa dollar per barrel, and received it for near- 
ly the whole amount of the immense stock they had on 
hand—thus, realizing, out of the distresses of tlre peo- 
ple, a most exorbitantly unfair profit. 


The impositions practised upon our citizens by the 
venders of Charcoal have been frequently complained 
of in the newspapers,and are well known to house-keep- 
ers generally; vet no measures have been taken to reg- 
ulate the sale of the article, and thus tu do away their 
dishonest tricks We have known instances-where gen- 
tlemen have engaged from ten to twenty barrels of a 
man in the street, at 28 cents per barrel, and sent him 
to the purchaser’s house, with directions there to be 
paid. The wagoner, on delivering the charcoal, has 
demanded, and insisted on receiving, 37 cents from the 
lady of the house, saying that was the price which her 
husband had agreed to pay. 


So great and undiminished is the demand for this new 
article of fuel, that snug fortunes have been already re- 
alized by several individuals in and near Camden, while 
others, but recently embarked inthe business, are rapid- 
ly arriving at the same desirable goal. The burning pro- 
cess is carried on in every direction around Camden.-— 
Some manufacturers are located as far distant as twenty 
miles from the same place, in the heart of the dense 
pine lands of New Jersey; vet, with all the expense at- 
tending the transportation ofan article so bulky, an enor- 
mous profit is still realized on the sale of it. We look 
upon the introduction of stone coal as the main cause of 
starting this new business. ‘Thus the state of Pennsyl- 
vania, while she enriches herself from new resources ex- 
isting altogether within herself, scatters a large portion 
of the funds realized by the coal trade into the hands of 
her less fertile sister state. Indeed, the discovery of an- 
thracite may be considered of nearly as much present 


only so from not setting out all the conditions which advantage te New Jersey as that discovery is to Penn- 
might have been inserted in a more formal instrument. | sylvania herself. Yet, while it creates a steady demand 
In Bolton vs. Robinson, the court intimate a distinction | for these forests of pines, which but afew years ago 





between a condition of several parts, some of which 
ure good and some bad, and une wholly bad. Without 
entering into this learning our judgment is, that the 
analogy of the cases relied on by the defendant are too 
remote to countervail the more positive authority of the 
Commonwealth vs. Emery, and of Cockran vs. Park- 





THE CHARCOAL TRADE. 


Few of our citizens, although they are eternally be- 
set by Charcoal Jemmies, have any idea of the extent to 
which this business has already arrived in Philadelphia. 
Not less than eighty wagons are daily in our streets, 
vending this now indispensable article of fuel, and each 
teamster generally contrives to sell out his load during 
the day. A load is worth 10 dollars wholesale, or about 
15 dollars if retailed out by the barrel. Thus, if eighty 
loads are sold daily, at ten dollars each, we hive an a- 
mount equal to eight hundred dollars, expended every 
day in this city for Charcoal. The sum may = too 
great to be correct; but we are assured by those well 
acquainted with the trade, that it is a fair estimate; and 


er. There must be judgment for the plaintiff. 
U. S. Gaz. 


were wholly useless, it affords, as an offset to the gold- 
en shower now rained down upon her, the gloomy pros- 
pect of laying bare the barren fields on which her for- 
ests flourish, unfit for cultivation, and for the next half 
century, incapable of yielding even a second crop of 
pine.—Saturday Bulletin. 


OPENING OF THE CHESAPEAKE & DELA- 
WARE CANAL. 

This work, one of the most important to the city of 
Philadelphia and indeed to the United States, having 
been completed and ready for navigation, it was deter- 
mined to celebrate the event with appropriate ceremo- 
nies, A letter was accordingly addressed to the Presi- 
dent of the United States, requesting him to fix a day 
on which it would be convenient for him to attend and 
join in the festivities of the occasion. Official engage- 
ments however having prevented his acceptance of the 
invitation, on Saturday last, the 17th inst. was selected. 
The Governors of the States of Pennsylvania, Mary- 
land, and Delaware, with others of the principal offi- 
cers, were also invited, and a number of gentlemen 
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from those states, as well as from the city of Philadel- | length being 13} miles. The work was commenced on 
phia. the 15th of April, 1824; and the first excavation made 
At 7 o'clock, the President, several of the Directors, | by my worthy predecessor, in the station of Chairman of 
and the Secretary of the Company, left Arch st. wharf | the Committee of Works—the lamented Silas E, Wier; 
in the new and splendid steam-boat William Penn.— | who began with us in this enterprise with his accustom- 
They were accompanied by upwards of two hundred | ed ardor, and faithfully performed the duties of that of- 
persons, among whom were Mr. Livingston and Mr. | fice, as he did those of every other in which he was en- 
Johnson, of the Senate; Mr. Hemphill, Mr. Miller, Mr. | gaged, until the hand of death terminated his career of 
Sutherland, of the House of Representatives, Judge | usefulness. 
Hopkinson, Mr. Sergeant, the Mayor and Recorder of} Your passage along the canal has afforded a general 
the city, Judge Coxe, Coynt Eugene Ney, Mr. DeWal- | view of it; but é/at can give you no adequate idea of 
lenstein,of the Kussian Legation, Admiral Sir Isaac Cof- | the difficultics which have been encountered in its ac- 
fin, Col. Miller of the marine corps, Mr. W. Beach Law- | complishment. Inthe marshes, on the lower level, you 
rence of New-York, and a number of other distinguish- | merely saw banks of about fifteen feet in height; but 
ed citizens and strangers.. The Company of Washing-| you are perhaps yet to learn, that a considerable pro- 
ton Greys, with an excellent band of music, were also | portion of these apparently small embankments are 
on board, and by their soldier-like and gentlemanly con- | from twenty to sixty feet, and probably some parts 100 
uluct added greatly to the interest of the ceremonies.— | feet, below the surface of the marsh; having sunk these 
At Chester the boat stopped to receive Commodore | depths befo e they found a solid foundation on which 
Porter, Mr. Leiper, Mr. Miner, Judge Anderson, and a} to rest. And some estimate may be made of the earth 
number of gentlemen of the neighborhood; and at New | that was thus swallowed up, when you are informed 
Castle the party were joined by Mr. Johns, the repre- | that it required the continued labour of about 200 men 
sentative in Congress, Mr Rogers, the Attorney Gene-| for nearly three years, and involved an expenditure of 
ral, and many other gentlemen of Delaware. several hundred thousand dollars, to complete this part 
About half after ten the William Penn reached Dela-| of the work.—But it is done. Difficulties of another 
ware City, the entrance of the Canal, where two other | kind were encountered in the deep cutting, where the 
steam-bdats full of passengers had already arrived. Af-| excavation for about four miles ranges from fifteen to 
ter a salute from the artillery on the pier, the company | seventy-six feet through various strata of-alluvial forma- 
entered the barges on the Canal, which were waiting, | tion. Some of them composed of indurated clay, and 
and proceeded along it to the Lock at St, George’s,| others of quick sand, not only retarded the work by 
where the United States Schooner Engineer was lying, | the difficulty of their removal, but increased its cost 
decorated with flags, and from which a national salute | by causing immense masses of the sides of the canal 
was fired. At the Summit Bridge the barges passed | to fall in. 
the brig Sciot, the banks being lined with crowds of| To prevent a recurrence of these disasters, the banks 
persons from the surrounding country. About two 0’- | have been supported by some thusands of deeply dri- 
clock the barges reached the Western Locks, and pas-} ven piles, and by a stone wall of about thirteen feet in 
sed into the waters of the Chesapeake amid the huzzas| height, from two to five feet in thickness, and extend- 
of the crowd and the noise of artillery. At this place | ing upwards of three anda half miles in length, on 
many distinguished gentlemen of Maryland were collec- | each side.— These measures, although they have added 
ted together, and some time was spent in examining | much to the security of the work, have also greatly add. 


the works, which appeared to give very general satis- | ed to the original estimate of ils cost, as they were not 
facticn. Before leaving this place to return, Mr. Robert | contemplated, 














M. Lewis, Chairman of the Committee of Works, an- We have laboured under the disadvantages of a long 
nounced to the President the completion of the Canal! series of unusually wet weather, which has retarded 
in the following address: our progress; and some of our dismissed contractors 


Mr. President: — have brought the strong arm of the law to bear so hea- 
We are assembled this day to witness the con-| vily on the work, as for a time to paralyze a part, and 

summation of our long and anxious labors. The great | delay the whole, 
work in which we have been engaged is so far comple-| These are but the outlines of some of the most pro- 
ted as to open a navigable communication between the | minent obstacles that have been met. On the work, dif- 
waters of the Delaware and the Chesapeake. To you, | ficulties of another character, and not less alarming, 
Sir, and to my colleagues of the Board of Directors, it is | have also been encountered; and on reviewing them, it 
unnecessary to recount the progress of this vast under- | is not a matter of surprise that this canal should have 
taking; its history is familiar to you all. But to my | cost upwards of two millions of dollars, but rather that 
hearers generally a brief sketch of it may not be unin-| it has been accomplished at all. 
teresting. According to the original plan, the canal} Its completion, however, is no longer doubtful; and 
would have been less capacious than it is now made; | the Board of Directors fully believing in its permanen 
but, after mature reflection, it was deemed advisable to | cy, think the time is not distant, when its stockhold- 
fix its dimensions at sixty feet on the water line, and ten | ers will be amply repaid for their enterprise and con- 
feet in depth; with locks of 100 feet (in the chamber, ) in fidence. 
Jength, by 22 feet in width. By thisincreased capacity| It is true, disasters and difficulties have passed like 
a passage will be opened between the Delaware and | dark and lowering clouds across our path, and made it 
Chesapeake bays for the largest vessels that usually hav- | gloomy; but never, for a mament, made us despond. 
igate them, as well as for sea vessels of the smaller class. | Having commenced the task, and pledged ourselves to 

The canal, from its eastern termination at the tide | the performance of its duties, we had but one honour- 
lock. opposite Fort Delaware, pursues a direction about | able ceurse to pursue, and that was onward. 
south-west, through a marsh, or peat bog, for upwatds| Although we were assailed by the cavillings of a few 
of three miles, until it reaches the village of St.Georges; | enemies—and heard the whispered fears of many timid 
where 9 lock, of eight feet lift, opens a communication | friends—yet whilst we were supported by the General 
with the upper level, continuing nearly the same direc- | Government, by the states of Pennsylvania, Maryland 
tion along St. Georges creek, until within a mile of the | and Delaware; ky the Public Institutions of Philadel. 
summit bridge, where the deep cutting commences; | phia—and above all, by the public feeling—we never 
thence passing through the ridge that divides the wa-| hesitated in our course, but cheered on by the approv. 
ters of the Chesapeake and Delaware, and following the | ing voice of our constituents, we had only with all our 
valley of Broad creek to the western lift lock; where, | energy to press forward to the great object we had in 
by a fall of six feet, it communicates through the tide| view. That object is now attained. A new channel 
lock with Back creek, a branch of Elk river. The whole | has been opened between the North and the South. 
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The peninsula which separated the waters of the Dela- 


ware and Chesapeake, has been, witha deep cut, cleft 
asunder; and on the canal, you have passed that barrier 
70 feet below its surface. 


Mr. President and my colleagues of the Board of | 


Directors: —This day must be to you some recompense 
for your years of toil. It isa noble source of pleasure, 
to be able to show to your fellow citizens, that by your 
untiring efforts a great public improvement, by many 
deemed hopeless, has been successfully accomplished. 

And to you, Mr. President, who have so long and 
anxiously presided over our labours, and in the vale of 
life, kept pace with those in the vigour of manheod, in 
the performance of arduous duties, it must afford no 
little gratification, on your intended retirement, that 
you have participated in the achievement of a great 
public benefit. 

And now, sir, I have the most pleasing of all my du- 


ties to perform, in reporting, as Chairman of the Com. | 


mittee of Works, that the Chesapeake and Delaware 
Canal is open for navigation. 

I am sure that all in this assembly will cordially join 
with me in the hope that this canal may amply remune- 
rate its stockholders, greatly contribute to the public 
good—and its usefulness only cease when the waters 


of the Delaware and the Chesapeake siall cease to | 


flow. 


To this Mr. James C. Fisher, the President of the 
Company, made the following reply :— 
Mr. Chairman of the Committee of Works: 

Sin—lI have heard your address with much pleasure. 
It announces the completion of a great work, which 
we have all this day witnessed. The handsome manner 


in which, on behalf of the Committee, you have eluci- | 


dated all the operations, and the serious difficulties 


they, in particular, and the other gentlemen of the di- | 
rection have had to contend with, calls for a just tribute | 
to the perseverance and great attention by Which they | 


have accomplished an object that has long been wished 
for. 

This day, sir, isa day of jubilee to us all, but it is 
particularly so to those gentlemen, who, united with 
myself, made the first attempt. twenty-six years ago, to 
connect, by a canal, the waters of the Chesapeake and 
Delaware. Of these. Mr. Joshua Gilpin is the only one 
now present. 

Our attempt then failed for want of funds; but, about 
five years ago, a number of patriotic gentlemen of Phi- 
ladelphia opened a new subscription to construct this 
canal, and about four hundred thousand dollars were 
subscribed by individuals in that city; that sum, with 
the aid received from the United States, the states of 
Pennsylvania, Maryland and Delaware, as well as from 
loans made by individuals and corporate institutions, has 
supplied the means of accomplishing the great work, 
the termination of which we now celebrate. 

I trust that ere many months we shall! behold the vast 
trade for which it is contemplated, passing on this ca- 
nal, which, while it preduces eventually a handsome 
revenue to the stockholders, will confer an invaluable 
service on the nation. 


On arriving at the Delaware the Company found on 
board the steamboat an excellent dinner, prepared by 
Mr. Inslee, to which they sat down. After dinner, Mr. 
Nicholas Biddle, the President of the Bank of the 
United States, in rising to offer a toast, addressed the 
party in the following excellent speech. 


MR. BIDDLE’S ADDRESS. 


Mr. Presipent: I congratulate you on the event 
which we are assembled to celebrate. We all rejoice 
with you at the accomplishment of this great undertak- 
ing—at once a national honour and national blessing.— 
This is indeed a day of triumph-—not a common and san- 
guinary victory—not a day of successful strife of men 
ever their fellew-men, too often provoked by crime—of- 


CHESAPEAKE & DELAWARE CANAL. 


[Ocroper 





tener achieved by hazard—and always shadowed with 
the sufferings by which success is won—but it isa day 
of pure and unstained exultation, It is the triumph of 
genius over nature; the triumph of resolute industry 
over obstacles decmed insuperable. 

More than two centuries have passed since this work 
was contemplated by the earliest adventurers to the 
Chesapeake, one of whom, Sir James Argol, wrote to 
England in 1613, that he hoped tomake a cut “between 
our Bay and the Delaware.” About sixty years ago it 
engaged the public attention, but it languished among 
the dreams or the hopes of men, until within a few years 
| it felt the impulse of that awakened spirit of improve- 
/ment which since the last war has probably achieved 
| more in this country, than the efforts of all Europe have 
| accomplished in the same period. It was then that the 
concurring aid of private enterprise, of the liberality of 
the three states more immediately interested in its suc- 
cess, and eminently the wisdom of that congress, many 
_of whose distinguished members gladden this assembly 
| with their presence, produced the result which we are 
now enjoying. It will justify and perhaps increase that 
enjoyment, if we glance for a moment backward on its 
| difficulties, and forward to its advantages. Its difficul- 
| ties, like all difficulties, seem far less now they are van- 


| quished, but we have this day seen enough to enable us 
to estimate them. We saw that mountain through which 
we glided so gently, rent widely asunder for many miles 
‘by human hands-—we saw in its lowest recesses the o- 
cean sands which so many ages have toiled to cover, 
| glistening once more in the sunshine-—we met there that 
| vessel with all her lofty array of masts and spars, large 
enough to go forth and circumnavigate the globe, yet 
_overawed as it were by those summits which frowned 
darkly down on that strange intruder. But this divided 
mountain, in itself a work of art without parallel in this 
country, was at least a calculable obstacle. A greater 
_ danger lay in those treacherous morasses which seemed 


|to shrink as they were approached, and threatened to 
absorb in their obscure depths all that industry could 
| accumulate there. It is an extraordinary fact, and one 
which | should fear to mention could it not be vouched 
| by so many who hear me, that some of the borders of the 
canal on whicl: we this day trod so firmly, sunk toa per- 
| pendicular depth of one hundred feet, if not more. It 
was then that all the hazards of their enterprize crowded 
, on the projectors of it. The original design had been 
| reproached as visionary—its condition was then pro- 
/ nounced hopeless—and hopeless it would have been, 
| but that the spirit of those who directed it, rising with 
| the pressure of the danger, made every obstacle yield 
| to the stubbornness of their unbroken resolution. It is 
| their high reward that these anxieties are now crowned 
with success;—it is our higher duty to testify, as I am 
sure all present will gladly concur in doing, our grati- 
tude to those who never desponded when others des- 
, paired, and who have suceeeded because they resolved 
| to succeed, and deserved to succeed. 
But these difficulties were not vanquished without 
great sacrifices. This canal is for its extent the most 
costly in this country, and with the exception perhaps 
of the frigate navigation on the Caledonian Canal, in any 
country. The expense has exceeded $150,000 a mile: 
yct this expenditure, almost incredible as it seems, does 
not exceed the limits of a rigorous economy, since it 
will doubtless be repaid by its own productiveness. 
This will appear when we regard the advantages of it. 
I know of no two regions of country equally exten- 
sive and populous, possessing’ equal abundance of pro- 
ducts and of wealth, that are separated by so slender a 
barrier as this now overcome. On the western side of 
the canal the eye looks down over the magnificence of 
that inland sea, the Chesapeake, into which so many riv- 
‘ers are bearing the products of Maryland and Virginia. 
On its side is planted our fair sister city, who with her 
characteristic and generous spirit of enterprise, is seek- 
ing in the remote west the materials of new greatness; 
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while further south have been just opened the avenues 
to the interior of North Carolina. On the other side is 
that genuine Pennsylvania river, the Susquehanna, 
which, while it occupies and fertilzes a great part 
of the state, invites and will hereafier tempt into it a 
great portion of what the fertility of the west and the in- 
dustry of the north can supply to commerce. At the 
east end lie all the natural and accumulated wealth of 
the Delaware, separated by only a single obstruction, 
which I trust will be soon removed from the great com- 
mercial centre of the nation; and communicating thence 
by the Hudson and the lakes with Canada and all the 
avenues to the Mississippi and the Gulf of Mexico. The 
imagination is wearied with the immensity of this flight 
over the rich and populous countries which, almost 
touching at this point, yet widely separated, could ap- 
proach each other, until now, only by the Atlantic.— 
But henceforward this long and expensive and hazard- 
ous circuit of five hundred miles, will be replaced by a 
safe and cheap passage of fourteen miles and two or 
three hours. What may not be anticipated from this 
approximation? and how-anxious will those who have 
been so long separated, hasten to exchange the exuber- 
ant productions of each other’s industry. 

Nor is it the least of the many sources of enjoyment on 
this occasion, that these benefits are obtained by no sac- 
rifices of the rights or the interests of others. However 
personal feelings may sometimes mislead us, these im- 
provements, in fact, injure no one. There is room 
enough in this great country of ours for all of us; and it 
would be a policy equally unjust and erroneous to re- 
pine at the advantages of our neighbors. The real wis- 
dom even of selfishness is not to envy but to emulate the 
prosperity of others—to open all the avenues to industry, 
and then strive who shall be most industrious. Our lo- 
cal interests may be allowed to claim our earliest, but 
not our exclusive care; and even they will be best pro- 
moted by advancing the local interests of others. This 
work, therefore, while it benefits Philadelphia, will be 
usefulto Baltimore and Norfolk, and ultimately to New 
York. Intruth, every mile of the Rail-road from Balti- 
more westward, every section of a canal in the remotest 
part of the Union, is serviceable to all the Atlantic ci- 
ties. They add to the movement and the mass of the 
nation’s wealth and industry, they develope its resour- 
ces, and the share of these advantages which each can 
obtain, is a fit subject of generous competition, not of 
querulous rivalry. Nor are the benefits of this canal con- 
fined to peace alone. We may not presume that this 
country will be again invaded, but should that event re- 
cur, we shall be spared the humiliation of having our riv- 
ers crowded with enemies, and the communications of 
the country intercepted, while the Chesapeake is barred 
by the fortresses which adorn and defend it, and this ca- 
nal, safe behind the barriers which protect it,and strong 
in the population which will line its borders, will be 
equally adapted to supply the materials of commerce or 
the implements of war. 

But this great work, important as it is to our interests, 
inspires a much deeper interest when it is regarded not 
merely as an avenue of commerce, but asa great moral 
agent—not as a convenience for a transmission of pro- 
ducts, however various and abundant, but for the trans- 
portation of men—of our own living, rational, moral 
countrymen—as the great channei for the movement of 
free-men and the diffusion of free institutions. 

Unquestionably, the value of any social system de- 
pends mainly on the power it furnishes for social inter- 
course and improvement. While men are insulated at 
remote distances, their views are readily misconstrued, 
their interests misunderstood, and difference of opinion, 
at first easily explicable, ripen into causes of deep hos- 
tility. ,1t is thus that national prejudices spring up for 
want of knowledge, and become hereditary for want of 
intercourse,—that to live an opposite sides of the same 
mountain or the same river is to become enemies by 
mere position, and that the inhabitants of the same coun- | 








try, governed by the same laws, and having the same 
permanent interests, find, or think they find, cause of 
alienation from their distant countrymen. ll these dis- 
appear when men come to approach and to understand 
each other. Surprise at finding that they whom we 
considered our natural enemies, have really no hostile 
feeling, is succeeded by that fusion of opinions in which 
the asperities of contention are worn down—that inter- 
change of sentiments which leaves respect even where 
it fails to produce conviction, till they who met in es- 
trangement part in amity. These are benefits which 
no positive institutions can confer, without the aids we 
this day enjoy. Tous they are particularly valuable. 

The wide extent of our country—the numerous sov- 
ereignties that divide it—the various governments which 
rather tend to localize the feelings; and the local inter- 
ests which seem—yet only seem, to conflict with each 
other—all these might be causes of suspicion, of discon- 
tent, or division. But they are moulded into the ele- 
ments of friendship and union, by this extraordinary fa- 
cility of communication, which brings into immediate 
contact the remotest parts of the country, and blends 
them insensibly into one mass of intelligent and content- 
ed patriotism. It is thus that these steam vessels, from 
being merely instruments of trade, rise to the dignity of 
moral and political power. There is a peculiar fitness, 
too, that they should owe their origin to this country, 
for they almost belong to our political system. 

The great problem of the American institutions was, 
whether a general government, with comparitively fee- 
ble means,could accomplish its purposes in so extensive 
an empire? Whether limited powers did not require a 
limited country, and whether the action of a political 
body, so distsnt, could carry a healthful circulation to 
extremities’ That question is settled. It is no longer 
deemed necessary to impart a dangerous energy to the 
central power, in order to enable it to radiate to the cir- 
cumference. But few things have contributed more to 
establish that consoling principle, than this great polit- 
ical institution—the steam boat, with its auxiliary canals 
—which measure space by a scale entirely new, and 
have totally subverted the old relations of time and dis- 
tance. 

For all the purposes of government, the assembling of 
representatives, the distribution of intelligence, the exe- 
cution of the laws, the general defence, this country is 
probably smaller in extent, even with the addition of 
Louisiana and Florida, than it was at the formation of the 
Union. St. Louis and New Orleans are as near to Wash- 
ington now, as Portland and Savannah were to Philadel- 
phia in 1776,—the communication between the States 
and individuals infinitely greater, and the Union is pro- 
portionally stronger, because this very intercourse fur- 
nishes at once the best motive and the best means for 
increasing our attachment to it. 

No man, indeed, from any section of this country, can 
see without admiration the busy crowds, the countless 
masses of free people constantly in mevement over 
these greatwaters,&can mark the happycondition, the in- 
tellectual alertness, the decorous manners, and the mu- 
tual courtesy which prevail among them, without feeling 
proud that these are his countrymen. In the glow and 
animation of such a’scene, the sternest prejudices are 
subdued, the mest violent sectional animosities subside, 
and even the least relenting of all intolerance, the fanat- 
icism of party is often convinced, or shamed, or amused 
out of its bigotry. These are the real ties which bind 
communities together—not the parchments of legisla- 
tion, but the social sympathies. It was not ill said by 
an English statesman, in illustration of the power of hab- 
it over the forms of government, that if he could make 
the ballads, he did not care who made the laws. In this 
country he might have been tempted to add, that the 
legislation of the steamboats and canals was scarcely less 
efficient than that of the government, and that no tem- 
porary and delegated power of governing could so per- 
manently affect the character of the nation, as the con- 
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stant, free, and multiplied personal violations among 
those who make not the law, but the law-make?s. 

‘To these happy means of intercommunication, we have 
this day seen a most important addition. Let us cordi- 
ally welcome.it—welcome it for our interests, as afresh 
channel.of commerce—welcome it with pride, as a 


new achievement of the country’s power—welcome it | 


with our feelings, as another tie of affectionate sympathy 
with all our fellow citizens througheut this wide and 
prosperous empire. Allow me to embody these views 
and to make way for the better things from which I have 
too long detained you, by pledging you in this sentiment 
—Success tothe Chesapeake and Delaware Canal—a 
new source of prosperity, a new monument of power, 
and, above all,a new bond of union, tov our country. 


The following are among the toasts which were of. 
fered:— 
TOASTS. 


1. By Mr. N, Biddle.—Success to the Chesapeake 
and Delaware Canal—a fruitful source of prosperity, a 
noble monument of power, above all, a strong bond of 
union to our country. 

2. From the Chair.—The proprietors of the Chesa- 
peake and Delaware Canal. 

3. The President of the United States. 

4. The Governor of the State of Pennsylvania. 

5. The Governor of the State of Maryland. 

6. The Governor of the State of Delaware. 

7. By Mr. James C. Fisher, Esq. President of the 
Canal Company.—The Delaware and Raritan Canal— 
May it soon close the last link of the great chain of At- 
Jantic communication. 

8. By Mr. Robert M. Lewis, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Works.—The people of the north and of the 
south--By this new channel may they, like the waters of 
the Chesapeake and the Delaware, mingle together, and 
be ever united by interest and kind feelings. 

9. By Mr. Kane, Chairman of the Committee of Ar- 
rangements.—The memory of our friend and associate, 
Silas E. Weir. 

10. By Mr. Platt, of the Committee of Arrangements. 
The government of the U. States—lts liberality in pro- 
moting and fostering internal improvements, is the best 
means of securing the prosperity of the country. 

11. By Mr. De Wallenstein, of the Russian Legation. 
Internal improvement—The aim of the geod and the 
wise, of the moralist and the politician. 

12. By Mr. W. Beach Lawrence, of New York.— 
Easy communication between all parts of American U- 
nion, the best means of securing the permanency of our 
great confediracy. 

13. By Mr. B. W. Richards, Mayor of Philadelphia. 
The orator of the day—He has ably illustrated the moral 
and political importance of our internal improvements. 

14. By Mr. Scott, President of the Board of Canal Com- 
missioners of Pennsylvania. ‘The President, Directors 
and Stockholders of the Chesapeake and Delaware Ca- 
nal Company—Liberal contributors to the integrity of 
the Union. 

15. By Mr. S. N. Dexter, principal Contractor. The 
Chesapeake and Delaware Canal, and the gentlemen 
who have conducted it to this successful termination— 
May the former yieldan ample harvest of profit to the 
public-spirited stockholders, and the latter receive a 
rich reward in the gratitude of their fellow citizens. 

16. By Mr. Duponceau. ‘Whe three emigrants whom 
America desires to attach to her soil—Oil, Wine, and 
Silk. 

17. By Mr. Peters. Preseverance and public spirit 
—One of their best illustrations is the completion of the 
Chesapeake and Delaware Canal. 

18. By Mr. James C. Biddle. The memory of Sam- 
uel Mifflin, Esq., the late President of the Union Canal 
Company—Surpassed by none in zeal, industry and in- 
telligence in the great cause of internal improvement by 
Canals. 
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19. By Mr. 8S. Dunean. The venerable President 
and the Directors of the Chesapeake and Delaware Ca- 
nal Company—By their firm and successful preseve- 
rance, through good report and through evil report, in 
a great national work, they have richly earned the hon- 
ot due to great public benefactors. 


20. By Mr. H.Gilpin. The memory of Benjamin Hen- 
ry Latrobe, the first Engineer of the Chesapeake and 
Delaware Canal—His works are the honorable monvw- 
ment of his taste, genius, and science.—Chroniele. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Election of Mayor.-~At a joint meeting of the Select 
and Common Councils, held on Tuesday last; Wittram 
Minor, Esq. was elected Mayor for this City. 

The following is the vote on this occasion. 

For Mr. Milnor—Messrs. Cuthbert, Hale, Miller,Scott, 
Thompson, Read, Donaldson, Graff, Gerhard, Hart, 
sn Percival, Price, Rawle, Treth, Walms- 
ey.—17. 

For Mr. Richards—Messrs. Boyd, Duane, Horn, Kit- 
tera, Neff, Worrell, Baker, Horner, Johnson, Kneass, 
Massey, Lippincott, Roberts, J. P. Wetherill.--14. 

For Mr. John Swifl--S. P. Wetherill-~-1, 














Leturn of the Election of Commissioners of the Incorpora- 
led District of the Northern Liberties. 





Isaac W. Norris,* 2556 | Wm. Wagner, 752 
Edmund Shotwell,* 2410 | Jos. S. Riley, 712 
Nathan L. Keyser, 1865 | Wm. M‘Feran, 699 
Benj. E. Carpenter, 1135 | Peter Grim 695 
John Heyl, 1154 | Geo. N. Baker, 675 
George Ireland, 1115 | J. M‘Guire 2 y 1084 
Peter Gable, 1092 | E. Thomas 1 y 695 





J. Armbruster 2 y 1504 
Jacob Clymer 1 y 1091 *On both Tickets. 


The Gentlemen whose names are on the first column 
are elected. 





| The Commissioners of the incorporated district of the 
Northern Liberties, met on Tuesday, the 20th inst. and 

elected Isaac W. Norris, Esq. President of the Board 
| for the ensuing year. 





| Return of the Election of Commissioners for the District 








of Southwark. 

| Walter Thompson, 970 | Charles Finney, 732 

Joseph Huddell 1004 | Joseph Hunt 725 
Edward Smith 980 | Willam Rickards 693 
Peter Hortz 985 | John Packer 729 

| Henry Ellwell 976 | Francis V. Bussier 739 
Jeremiah W. Flicker 974 | Seth Roberts 726 





The Gentlemen whose names are on the first column 
are elected. _ 


On Saturday last the Board of Commissioners met and 
elected the following officers: 

Tuomas D. Grover, President. 

Rosert M‘Mouuin, Treasurer. 

Joun Oaxronp, Clerk. 





Return of the Election of Commissioners fur the District 


of Kensington. 
John C. Brewne 799 | William Fitler 394 
John Sexton 444 | John Rambo 390 
Joseph Baker 439 | William Vandyke 386 
Franklin Eyre 434 | Michael Kenan 376 
Hugh Clark 425 | Joseph Knox 387 
W.'l. Harrison 2 y 432 | John Fitzpatrick 385 





Henry Crilly ly 422 | 
The Gentlemen whose names are on the first column 
are elected. 





